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North East and Yorkshire Region
Learning Disability & Autism Programme ~ May2025

1) Latest Publications and Reports

What happens to people with learning
disabilities and/or autistic people when they
leave ‘long-stay’ hospital settings, and what
sorts of support help people to stay out of
hospital

NMLC register Your experience matters. Share your voice and
take the survey today!

https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/salford/exploring-
learning-disability-nurses-perspective

To find out more or if you have any questions email Prof.
Vanessa Heaslip: V.A.Heaslip@salford.ac.uk

Please see link to a research project by the University of UNIVERSITYOF

Birmingham:- What’s going to happen to us next? - BIRMINGHAM

University of Birmingham

Are you a Student Learning Disability Nurse

There has been a decline in the number of Registered

Learning Disability Nurses and we want to understand how

that’s impacting you, the future of the profession.

This survey explores: «” Your experience of practice

placements «” How you view the role of the Registered

Learning Disability Nurse «# What might influence future Universityof

retention of Registered Learning Disability Nurses on the Salford
MANCHESTER

Guidance on the implementation of Mental
Capacity Act (MCA) in acute settings for people
with a learning disability

We have published guidance and practical tools for front line
clinicians in acute and community trusts to download to
ensure that the Mental Capacity Act is applied properly for
people with a learning disability when they are in hospital.



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.birmingham.ac.uk%2Fresearch%2Fprojects%2Fwhats-going-to-happen-to-us-next&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.neylearningdisabilityandautism%40nhs.net%7Ca63e6d0efde047f21da808dd96e137c8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638832616224172521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BfWrtBKYfsOtlDzd%2FAXsERKnzfn7NRUYylKpsk1k8Lg%3D&reserved=0
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The range of resources include a flow chart to help you
decide when to access capacity, a helpful checklist to support
preparation for assessing the mental capacity of someone
with a learning disability and a downloadable poster for
wards.

We have attached details of the NOC cascade and thank you
for your support in helping us to cascade these important
documents. Please see suggested bulletin copy below:

NHS England published guidance and practical tools for front
line clinicians in acute and community trusts to download to
ensure that the Mental Capacity Act is applied properly for
people with a learning disability when they are in hospital.

The range of resources include a flow chart to help you
decide when to access capacity, a helpful checklist to support
preparation for assessing the mental capacity of someone
with a learning disability and a downloadable poster for
wards.

Mental Health, Learning Disability and Autism Comms
Team inbox:
england.MHIearningdisabilityautismcomms@nhs.net
Website: www.england.nhs.uk

2) Training & Events

Questionnaire Launch for Inclusive Crisis
Alternatives

The research is looking into the training that staff need to
provide good services to neurodivergent people (of all ages)
in crisis.

To complete a questionnaire please click the link below
and head to the Touchstone website

In3picing communitins, 1ransforming Fve



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FPRN01699-mental-capacity-assessment-flowchart.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.neylearningdisabilityandautism%40nhs.net%7C27fb88e2ce964549da2f08dd9ea511ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638841153986638846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i7qX9mBkJ%2BekbQFqscsm4LGtGsYo%2FlVXTX8xGQImCfc%3D&reserved=0
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FPRN01699-mental-capacity-assessment-flowchart.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.neylearningdisabilityandautism%40nhs.net%7C27fb88e2ce964549da2f08dd9ea511ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638841153986702543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FToZQVjUHdNRRi8XK3r6XAxJE8NUnX1AQFxX%2FnwLbcc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FPRN01699-app-2-checklist-preparing-to-assess-mental-capacity.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.neylearningdisabilityandautism%40nhs.net%7C27fb88e2ce964549da2f08dd9ea511ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638841153986718480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fydw7lAFTGm83Ely8gxWyltQXBaUQE9kbfRJZTI%2FT54%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FPRN01699-mental-capacity-act-assessments-poster.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.neylearningdisabilityandautism%40nhs.net%7C27fb88e2ce964549da2f08dd9ea511ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638841153986734789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m%2FnZAQ7xg8YhuomqRxfS%2F%2FupGyWHwAyWajxXmuR5fLY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:england.MHlearningdisabilityautismcomms@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cengland.neylearningdisabilityandautism%40nhs.net%7C27fb88e2ce964549da2f08dd9ea511ca%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638841153986751129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iT14g4BI6CE7QiMFs5BLhReBxLlFqvIm0NZcB2zJHxA%3D&reserved=0

NHS

England

https://touchstonesupport.org.uk/inclusive-crisis-

alternatives/

The links for all questionnaires can be found here.

There is a prize draw for two vouchers worth £50 each and
every one participating in the research in whatever way can
enter.

Attached are two adverts that can be used on social media or
circulated by email. One is for staff in crisis services and the
other for neurodivergent individuals or carers.

NEY Admission Avoidance Community of
Practice

* Focus of group is on any intervention which might
prevent admission (or re-admission) to hospital

* Scope includes Crisis Accommodation; Dynamic Support
Registers; C(E)TRs; Life Planning and Support; Carer
Support; Assistive Technology; ‘Upstream’ interventions
which support good mental health and well-being

* A forum which brings together local system partners,
including commissioners and other practitioners

* Sharing of good practice, including external speakers and
case studies

* Opportunity for members to meet and discuss local
challenges, and to learn from successes and failures

* Action learning from projects that are currently being
planned and/or delivered

* Hearing the views and insights of people with lived
experience

* Role of housing in accommodation-based services

* Commissioning challenges, including developing service
specifications and cost avoidance business cases

* Improvements to existing systems and process (e.g.
mental health crisis pathways for people with primary
diagnosis of autism)

* Platform to share documentation and resources

* Futures page includes a discussion forum where
members can seek answers to current challenges

Meetings are quarterly 1000-1200 via MSTeams
Dates: 18 June, 10 September

If you would like to join this Community of Practice, please
contact: england.neylearningdisabilityandautism@nhs.net
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Further information can be found on the FuturesNHS site:
NEY Commissioning for Admission Avoidance Community of
Practice

Autism Community of Practice

What is the meeting about?

* To Share information, new ideas and good practice to
help support and improve services

* There will usually a guest speaker

* People can talk about new changes in laws, policies and
plans (Mental Health Bill, Autism Pathway)

* People can also talk about things that are related to
Autism, things like the Oliver McGowan Training

Who is invited?

* NHS and social care Professionals

* Integrated Care Board Managers

* Community of Practice Leads and Experts by Experience
(co-chairs)

*  Members of the Autism community, their families and
carers

* Thisis a group for people interested in lots of ‘detail’ — so
it is not always very accessible to everyone.

When does the meeting happen and where?

* The meetings happen every quarter

* There is also a pre-meeting arranged with Experts by
Experience one week before each
meeting so we can look at agendas and slides

* The meetings are on the computer using Microsoft Teams

Dates: 4 June, 17 September, 19 November

If you would like to join this Community of Practice, please
contact: england.neylearningdisabilityandautism@nhs.net

Further information can be found on the FuturesNHS site:
NEY Autism Community of Practice

NEY Better Start in Life Community of Practice
is to support the delivery of long planning commitments and
building the right support for autistic children and young
people and children and young people with a learning
disability. This covers from early childhood up to adulthood.

Delivering through a mixture of speakers and facilitated
sessions to share and learn from innovative practice; based
on inclusion and joint working to enhance and support the
lives of neuro-diverse/learning disabled young people and
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their families through a variety of existing and emergent
work streams within the community.

Open to professionals, parent carer forums and experts by
experience who are involved in the delivery of projects
within North East and Yorkshire (NEY) Integrated Care Board
(ICB), supporting the delivery of long-term planning
commitments and Building the Right Support.

Meetings are quarterly, 1000-1200 via MSTeams
Dates: 9 July, 8 October

If you would like to join this Community of Practice, please
contact: england.neylearningdisabilityandautism@nhs.net

Further information can be found on the FuturesNHS site:
NEY Better Start in Life Community of Practice

NEY CTR/CETR/DSR Systems Community of
Practice Overview

Supporting inclusive ‘good’ and innovative practice through
an evidence-based approach of what works, whilst
identifying gaps, issues and areas for development. This CoP
is Y&H based and is all-age in its approach, as that is the
general direction of travel going forward.

Current focus is upon:

e The DSR & CTR/CETR re-write and how that will be
received & operationally implemented in the Autumn

e We have a range of relevant speakers from differing
sectors to deliver on this emergent agenda, including the
policy writers from the National Team.

e This CoP has already attracted the interest and
involvement of key National Team colleagues who are
engaged in this work. We, as a CoP feel that we have
contributed to the changing landscape around these new
iterations of these key policy changes.

e We actively seek case study contributions from
areas/colleagues to present in terms of DSRs/CTRs/CETRs
in terms of barriers and opportunities to improve practice
and reduce crisis-driven admissions

Meetings are quarterly, 1000-1200 via MSTeams
Dates 16 July, 26 November

If you would like to join this Community of Practice, please
contact: england.neylearningdisabilityandautism@nhs.net

England
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Further information can be found on the FuturesNHS site:
NEY CTR/CETR/DSR Systems Community of Practice

4) Reasonable Adjustment Digital Flag (RADF)

Reasonable Adjustment Digital Flag Technical Update April 2025

Phase 1 of the ISN: Health and care services should be recording patient flags, delivering learning
to staff and have suppliers register engagement. RADF — eLearning (optional if you have created
local resources) RADF actions Information about suppliers

We are aware that many of the suppliers have developed templates for the collection of this data
in source systems. Where not possible on a local system flags are being recorded in NCRS Guide to
Using the Reasonable Adjustment Flag in NCRS — NHS England Digital

Local leads should connect with the Regional Teams RADF _for local information and support.

Phase 2: Suppliers to develop their software to enable patient flags to be shared via NCRS across
multiple services.

Benchmarking & Realising the Benefits, use of local Bl teams to report on current status and
improvement.

As you can see from the ISN and the RADF Checklist each organisation must ensure that their
supplier is registered.

To make this more efficient, NHSE have created a digital form for suppliers to complete, if you can
see your supplier on this list Information about suppliers you do not need to chase them.

If your supplier is not on the list, there is information on those pages that you could send to your
supplier.

End of North East and Yorkshire Learning Disability and Autism Newsletter
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